
The Master of Public Administra on Programme (MPA) is an inter-disciplinary 
program and targets to produce students with a global vision, innova ve ideas, 
and commitment to serve society. The Programme provides a local, na onal and 
global understanding of public administra on by linking up different levels of 
learning opportuni es in Hong Kong, Mainland China and overseas government 
and Non-governmental organiza on (“NGOs”). 

With this unique combina on of learning opportuni es, our students will be 
equipped to prepare the rapid and significant challenges posed by the 21st 
century world. As we witness the technological innova ons that have been 
strongly influencing our daily lives in the past decades in Hong Kong and the 
world, public administra on and policy changes become normal and more 
frequent.

Under these unprecedented changes and challenges among our socie es and 
lives, a more “glocal” vision is a must for our students to face the new world with 
excitement, commitment and curiosity. The MPA Programme offered by Hong 
Kong Bap st University aims to provide these unique learning experiences to our 
students to explore the new world and be er prepare for these challenges posed 
by different public administra on systems. 

The Programme website (https://bumpa.hkbu.edu.hk/)
will provide you more informa on.
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MPA is a one-year full- me or two-year part- me taught postgraduate 
programme offered by the Faculty of Social Sciences with support from the 
School of Business and School of Communica ons. 

We also cooperate with the University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences
(UCASS) and George Mason University (GMU) in interna onal student and 
academic exchange opportuni es.

As China con nues its rapid development, government officials, civil servants, 
and administrators in both public and business sectors realize the need to be er 
understand policy and public affairs at local, na onal and interna onal levels.   

MPA has been emphasizing different aspects of government policy and public 
affairs. A global and compara ve perspec ve in the courses signifies the 
Programme’s uniqueness and usefulness to the public and private sectors. 
UCASS’s exper se in public affairs in the Mainland is also invaluable.

The Programme is designed to accomplish the following objec ves:

(i) To provide students with a solid founda on in public administra on,   
 such as in Hong Kong and Mainland China, and also from a compara ve  
 and global perspec ve;

(ii)   To illustrate the rela on to finance, economy, media, law, globaliza on,  
 health and management aspects of the public affairs;

(iii)   To develop students’ ability in the management of human resources,   
 finance, leisure and public ameni es;

(iv)   To enable students to become reflec ve and cri cal administrators with 
  the ability to assess and respond to the changing needs of the society.

Teaching team is drawn from the experts from HKBU, the UCASS
(Beijing) and the George Mason University (Virginia). Overseas schol-
ars and prominent public policy-makers will be invited to give guest
lectures.

Visit relevant government departments and Non-profit-making organi-
za ons in Beijing and experience the management and opera on of 
the organiza ons.

The Programme will offer experien al learning field trips in other 
regions, including Singapore, Vietnam, and Taiwan, to understand
overseas’ government and NGO public administra on opera on.

Students shall choose a topic of interest for their project and the
Programme will match their topic with individual academics for their
research learning.

Students who obtain the cGPA 3.44 (Merit) or 3.67 (Dis nc on) or 
above will be eligible for the academic prize.



MPA has launched the UCASS Exchange Tour (as a part of POLS 7080 Fieldwork Learning
and China Public Administra on course) every summer since 2014. 

Students will visit relevant Beijing’s government departments, NGOs, and their officials 
during the exchange period. For example, Na onal Intellectual Property Administra on, 
Beijing Olympic Stadium Management (Bird Nest), CCTV, Red Cross, Alibaba, China Foun-
da on for Poverty Allevia on, Palace Museum, Shuiyuzuicun and etc. 

It provides a valuable opportunity and prac cal experience for the MPA students’ under-
standing of China’s management and opera on in public administra on. 

Over the years, MPA con nues to explore exchange tours in Singapore, Vietnam, Taiwan, 
etc.

Field trips will be organized to provide addi onal opportuni es for students to 
explore the latest issues of public administra on including..
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Elective

POLS 7040 Law and Public Affairs      3 units
POLS 7050 Public Administra on      3 units 
POLS 7060 Research Methods for Public Administra on   3 units 
POLS 7140 Public Policy and Governance      3 units 
POLS 7150 Ethics and Public Affairs      3 units 
POLS 7160 Theories of Public Administra on     3 units

18 Core Courses

Units

12
Units COMM 7510 Public Administra on and the Media 3 units

FIN 7070 Finance and Accoun ng for the Public Sector*  3 units
ECON 7080 Economics of Public Policy*    3 units
MGNT 7080 Managing People in the Public Sector   3 units
P.E. 7010 Programme and Event Planning and Management  3 units
POLS 7020 E-Government      3 units
POLS 7070 Project      6 units
POLS 7080 Fieldwork Learning in China/Asia Public Administra on 3 units
SOSC 7310 Concepts, Theories and Ins tu ons of Global Studies 3 units
SOSC 7320 Deba ng Global Society     3 units
SOSC 7330 Globaliza ons      3 units
EDUC 7950 Public Health      3 units
GEOG 7310 Environmental Contaminants and Health Risk Assessment 3 units
GEOG 7580 Urban Cultural Landscape    3 units
HIST 7320 Contemporary China and Globalisa on   3 units
POLS 7090 Interna onal Poli cal Economy    3 units
POLS 7110 World Order Issues     3 units
POLS 7120 Theories of Interna onal Rela ons   3 units
SLM  7080 Health Promo on     3 units
SOSC 7340 Global Civil Society     3 units
SOSC 7380 Medicine, Society & Culture: Public Health Perspectives 3 units
COMP 7025 Artificial Intelligence for Digital Transformation  3 units
COMP 7990 Principles and Practices of Data Analytics  3 units
ORBS 7300 Data Analytics and Programming   3 units

 ** FIN 7070 and ECON 7080 will be offered on a rota on basis. MAGS elec ve courses offered will 
be subjected to the schedule of MAGS and the programme may not offer the course consists of 
academic trips depending on the circumstances such deemed as force majeure.

Elec ve Courses

The Programme is designed to be completed in two semesters (one year), full- me or four 
semesters (two years) part- me basis. Students are required to complete ten courses, including 
six compulsory and four elec ve courses.

Concentra on of Master of Arts in Global Society 

There are three different concentra ons# available in the MPA program if students complete 
and pass those elec ves under individual concentra on from the Master of Arts in Global Soci-
ety (MAGS). They are:
1. Global Cultures
2. Global Environment Health 
3. Global Poli cal Economy

Students should take one of the core courses within the concentra ons and two of the elec ves 
among the selected concentra on. When students fulfil the requirements of the concentra on, 
the transcript will be indicated as the Master degree on “Concentra on in Global Culture” or 
“Concentra on in Global Environment Health” or “Concentra on in Global Poli cal Economy”.

# Completion of a Concentration is subject to limitations on course availability, class schedule or
other circumstances deemed as force majeure.
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The career prospects of MPA graduates are:

1. Civil service, mainly in disciplinary force including Police Force, Customs and
Excise Department, Correc onal Services, Immigra on Department, Fire Services 
Department and other government departments such as Office of the Ombudsman, 
Water Supplies Department, Buildings Department, Leisure and Cultural Services
Department and so on.

2. Non-government organiza on or sub-vented ins tu on including Hospital 
Authority, Red Cross Society, Radio Television Hong Kong (RTHK) , Educa onal Ins tu-

ons, District Council, The Mass Transit Railway (MTR) etc.

3. Private sectors include the consulate, bank, insurance company, hotel,
publishing company, IT Company, telecommunica ons, educa on centre. 

Applica on for admission to the MPA Programme should possess
a) A Bachelor’s degree (in any discipline) from a recognized university or   
 comparable ins tu on; 
b) OR a qualifica on deemed to be equivalent.
c) fulfil university English language requirements, sa sfy at least  one of the  
 following requirements on English Language Proficiency (for applicants  
 whose first degree was obtained from non-English-medium ins tu ons):

  1.  TOEFL: 79 (internet-based test);
 2. IELTS (Academic): Overall Band at 6.5; 
 3. CET-6 (College English Test band 6): 450

 Qualified applicants may be interviewed to assess their mo va on and  
 suitability for the Programme.

Online applica on and closing Date:
Informa on can be found at
https://gs.hkbu.edu.hk/programmes/master-of-public-administration-mpa

Tui on Fee
The tui on fee is HK$155,000.

Programme Enquiries

Address:  Room 902U, 9/F, Academic and Administra on Building, Bap st 
  University Road Campus, Hong Kong Bap st University, Kowloon 
  Tong
Tel:  3411 8096
Email:  mpa_pg@hkbu.edu.hk
Website:  https://bumpa.hkbu.edu.hk/

The MPA allows me to be er understand social issues, 
governance, welfare and policy ma ers from the local to 
global perspec ves. The lecturers are extremely knowl-
edgeable, approachable, and helpful. I truly enjoy
interac ng with the course lecturers, which provides us 
with new insights on social issues.

Chloe Siu, 2019 Graduate
Project Manager, Asia-Pacific Ins tute of Ageing 
Studies, Lingnan University


